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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is the first on the merit of the instant application. 



2. 



Claims 1-20 are pending in this action. 



Drawings 



The drawings are objected to because figure 4, mentioned on line 17 in page 6 is 
not shown in the drawings. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,509 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract includes a text 
unrelated to the content of the abstract. The abstract should be given on one page 
without including any text or character/s unrelated thereto. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: it does not 
include the headings "brief description of the drawings" and "detailed description of the 
drawings." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: it is to be 
noted that these set of claims are provided, via a preliminary amendment, as a 
replacement to the original claims 1-11. The new set of claims should have been 
continued from 11 and claims 1-11 should have been cancelled. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: "consists in storing" 
on line 2 should be — consists of storing — . Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the message sent by the sending entity" in line 16. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. As indicated on 
lines 4-5, the "sending entity is able to receive messages". This cannot provide 
antecedent basis to "the message sent by the sending entity." 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the adjacent entities not belonging to --" in line 3. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim or in the claims from 
which it depends. The same problem exists in claim 12, line 2, claim 15, line 2 and claim 
18, line 2. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the message sent by the communication unit" in 
lines 12-13. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim or in the 
claims from which it depends. As indicated on line 5, "said communication unit is able to 
receive messages". This cannot provide antecedent basis to "the message sent by the 
sending entity." The same problem exists in claims 10 (see lines 5 and 120) and 1 1 
9see lines 7 and 14) 

Claims 11 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
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invention. In this case, the "product" recited in the preambles of these claims does not 
have support in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 11 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Said claims recite- a computer program that is 
not embedded in a computer readable medium thereby lacking tangibility and became 
non-statutory. 

Claims 1-8 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. In this case these method/process claims 
recite steps of a mental process wherein one of ordinary skill in the art would not know 
what performs those steps. As required by recent directives (see the May 15 
memorandum issued by Love John j, Deputy Commissioner for Patents), such a 
method/process claim must be tied to another statutory subject matter (e.g., apparatus 
or system) or must transform an underlying subject matter into another to qualify as a 
statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N. Zewdu whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7873. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bost Dwayne D can be reached on (571) 272-7023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



/Meless N Zewdu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

1/14/2009 



